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Canadian Environmental Assessment Act 
(CEAAct) 

1995; 2003

• EA legislated – 10 provinces; 100+ 
countries

• CEAAct applies to a project when the 
federal government:
– is the proponent,
– sells or leases land,
– contributes money,
– issues a prescribed approval (Law List 

Regulations).
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Health Impact Assessment 
HIA is a new, holistic approach to 
Environmental Impact Assessment, that 
clearly places human beings at the centre 
of development planning, while seeking to 
ensure the durability of the ecosystem of 
which they are an integral part.
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Health Canada 
2006



Challenges

• First Nation communities have to deal with 
issues resulting from exploration and 
exploitation of natural resources

• How to allow sustainable development and 
promote health or well being of the 
community at the same time

• First Nation concept of well being and 
determinants of health may be different 
than those of the general populations



Research Objectives
• To develop a First Nation Driven/Relevant 

Human Health Impact Assessment Model (s)

• To define what are the appropriate/relevant 
determinants of health that needs and can be 
measured

• To blend traditional knowledge and Western 
science through collaborative processes



Key Questions

• Is the community concern about impacts 
of industrial development on health?

• What does the community think that are 
important to their health?

• What do we need to measure?  Who 
should measure them and how do we 
measure them?    before and after the 
industrial development



AFN First Nation Health Reporting Framework 
(2006)

AFN, 2006



AFN, 2006



Examples of Social and Cultural Health 

AFN, 2006



Leech et al 2006



Leech et al 2006



Criteria for Health Indicators

• Validity
• Reliability (Reproducibility)
• Sensitivity
• Acceptability
• Feasibility
• Universality
• Inclusiveness

NAHO, 2007



Plan of study
• Signed research agreement with Takla Lake First 

Nation
• Conduct interviews or workshops to ask the 

communities the key questions
• Build a model using this information as well as 

experience learnt from other FN
• Validate the model with the community in a 1-day 

workshop
• Report results to the community
• Share experience with other communities and test 

the applicability of the model
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